
UPCOMING 
THORP LEVIES

February Special Election: February 7, 2023
Please join us for an informational meeting: 

Tuesday, January 24th at 5:00 pm.

THORP TIGER TALES
JANUARY 2023

@KITTITAS     
Link  to Kittitas Final Forms is on the website. Must have a current physical and ASB 
card for both Kittitas and Thorp ($20 each/free when families qualify for f/r lunch).
Transportation provided to and from Thorp.
Winter Sports
• MS & HS Wrestling

Logo by Patti Gylling

Winter Sports
• MS/HS Cheer
• HS Esports
• M/HS Boys Basketball
• MS Girls Volleyball 
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@THORP  
Athletic packets available online 
and in the office. Must have a 
current physical and ASB card 
($20/free when families qualify 
for free/reduced lunch).

Spring Sports
• MS & HS Boys Baseball
• MS & HS Girls Fastpitch
• MS & HS Track & Field

Thorp School District No. 400 
Proposition No. 2 
Levy to Purchase and Repair School Buses 

The Board of Directors of Thorp School District No. 400 adopted 
Resolution No. 22-03, concerning a proposition to purchase and 
repair school buses. This proposition would authorize the District 
to levy the following excess taxes, on all taxable property with-
in the District, to improve safety and operational efficiency by 
purchasing new school buses and repairing existing school buses 
to support the District's aging bus fleet: 

   Estimated Levy
   Rate/$1,000
Collection Year Assessed Value Levy Amount
2024   $ 0.23   $ 75,000
2025   $ 0.23   $ 75,000

all as provided in Resolution No. 22-03. 

Should this proposition be approved? 

[] LEVY ... YES  
[] LEVY ... NO

Thorp School District No. 400  
Proposition No. 1  
Replacement Capital Levy to Improve School Facilities 

The Board of Directors of Thorp School District No. 400 adopted 
Resolution No. 22-02, concerning a proposition for a replace-
ment levy for capital improvements. This proposition would 
authorize the District to: improve, expand and repair existing 
school facilities and grounds; make health, safety and securi-
ty improvements; improve access for community facility use; 
acquire land; and levy the following excess taxes, in place of an 
expiring levy, on all taxable property within the District: 
   Estimated Levy
   Rate/$1,000
Collection Year Assessed Value Levy Amount
2024   $ 1.07   $ 352,000
2025   $ 1.07   $ 352,000
2026   $ 1.07   $ 352,000
2027   $ 1.07   $ 352,000

all as provided in Resolution No. 22-02. 

Should this proposition be approved? 

[] LEVY ... YES  
[] LEVY ... NO

PEPPEP
BANDBAND

HS Boys BasketballHS Boys Basketball

MS Boys BasketballMS Boys BasketballMS/HS CheerMS/HS Cheer

HS Girls VolleyballHS Girls Volleyball
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SUPERINTENDENT
Thriving Today, Investing in 
Tomorrow

Thorp School District is asking voters 
in February to consider renewing 
the 4-Year Capital Projects Levy (CPL) 
and a new 2-Year Transportation 
Levy (TL). The present CPL raises 
$427,000 a year to modernize our 
facilities. The CPL will be $350,000 
a year and the TL will be $75,000 
a year. The combined levies will 
match the amount of the current 
CPL at $427,000 a year. 

It is our commitment at Thorp to 
be efficient and frugal with local 
taxpayer dollars while, at the same, 
time expanding opportunities for our 
students.

We have updated technology in 
all of our classrooms, updated the 
woodshop, built a nursery and a 
garden area, put in a new water 
pump and line, upgraded our 
irrigation system throughout the 
grounds, paved parts of our parking 
area,  and upgraded the kitchen. 

This summer we will complete an 
outdoor nature exercise trail and 
put in a secondary play area that 
will feature a flex court that can host 
badminton, pickleball, basketball, 
volleyball, hockey, and other outdoor 
activities.

Future projects include an upgrade 
to the sewer system, a bus barn, a 
remodeled student services center, 

and an upgrade to the athletic fields 
and scoreboards. We have also 
been able to build a reserve fund 
in the CPL in case we have a major 
repair such as an HVAC system.

The Transportation Levy will 
allow Thorp to save money in a 
transportation fund that can only 
be used to buy new buses and make 
major bus repairs. We presently 
fund our transportation department 
out of the general fund when we 
need to subsidize the purchase of 
new buses or major repairs. This 
levy will preserve the general fund 
for much needed enrichment and 
extra-curricular activities for our 
students. 

We have added volleyball, 
basketball, and cheer as varsity 
sports this year and that money 
comes out of the general fund. To 
keep these programs funded in 
the future we need to protect the 
general fund from financing buses 
and major repairs.

Thanks to the support of the local 
taxpayers over the last four years, 
Thorp is on solid financial footing 
and has a hopeful future. We are 
continuing to look at expanding 
programs and extra-curricular 
activities for or students. 

Andrew M. Perkins
Superintendent/Principal

“Now I see the secret of 
making the best person, 

it is to grow in the open air...” 
– Ralph Waldo Emerson

BROADBAND ACCESS
The Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) published 
a new national broadband 
availability map on 11/18/2022. 
Your location may be mistakenly 
listed as served on this map, and 
state or federal sources will be 
less likely to fund new service or 
upgrades to your location.

Please participate in this 
important validation effort for 
the FCC broadband map before 
January 13th. Up to $900M in 
federal funding is at stake.

Here’s How You Can Help:

1. Enter your home address on the mapping tool: https://broadbandmap.fcc.gov/home

2. Review the information about internet service providers available at your address.

3. If incorrect, click on LOCATION CHALLENGE and complete the information requested

4. Click AVAILABILITY CHALLENGE and select the Providers who do NOT provide service 
to your address.

Need more details? Go to the Washington State Broadband Office for additional 
information on FCC mapping at shorturl.at/joyFZ 

Concerned about privacy? You can still help and participate by using the WSU 
Information Collection Form at shorturl.at/kmqJ2

Please contact your local public library for personalized assistance



Every month, the elementary team focuses on a specific 
character trait. These traits coincide with our social and 
emotional curriculum, Character Strong. At the end of the 
month, students from each classroom are recognized for 
exemplifying the monthly trait and for being ROAR (Respectful, 
On task, Always safe, and Responsible). Congratulations to the 
students pictured for showing gratitude, for being responsible, 
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We've had a great 
school year so far! It 
has been wonderful 
to see our school 
community come 
together to help each 
other. 

The ongoing Hygiene 
Drive has been very 
successful. Families in 
need really appreciate these resources.

The Giving Tree program 
was also very successful. 
The Thorp community 
was able to provide 
food and gifts for three 
families this year. It is 
an honor to lead these 
community supported 
programs.

COUNSELOR CORNER
ANXIOUS FEELINGS

Anxious students may not be able to tell you why they 
are feeling this way, they just know they are experiencing 
worry and/or fear about something.

They might start to avoid activities at school, academics 
may decline, and they may have trouble focusing and 
concentrating on tasks or assignments. Attendance may 
decline and you may see correlations between attendance 
and test days or events that are occurring because they 
don’t want to attend. 

Here are a few other symptoms you may see in your child 
who might be exhibiting anxiety or anxious feelings:

*clinginess/separation anxiety    * panic attacks

* stomachaches/headaches          * frequent crying  

* feeling tired      * sleeping problems 

*blushing/sweating     * lots of “what ifs?”

Everyone has bad days, but if you see a pattern with some 
of these symptoms, then your child may be struggling with 
some anxiety or anxious feelings. The best thing to do is 
to talk with your child and see if you can identify triggers 
before the anxiousness intensifies. 

Anne Marie Albano, PhD, author of You and Your Anxious 
Child recommends these 10 tips on alleviating anxiety in 
your child:

1. Respect and validate your child’s feelings- this is a real 
feeling and unpleasant.

2. Teach your child deep, slow belly breathing, i.e. five 
finger box, or square breathing.

3. Listen and ask, “Tell me what you are thinking?”

4. Rather than swooping to reassure, ask your child “How 
likely is it that (the thing you are afraid of) will happen?" 
This will teach them to challenge their anxious feeling.

5. Prompt your child with “tell me some things you can 
do to handle the situation” and help them brainstorm 
rather than giving them solutions, this will help with 
empowerment.

6. Give up the idea of “mental health days”, “skip days”, or 
other ways of avoiding feared situations. This can make the 
anxiety stick more firmly and lead to further avoidance.

7. Encourage your child's attempts to be brave, no matter 
how small they seem to you. Use specific praise such as 
“I’m so proud of you for sleeping in your own bed last 
night!”

8. Work with your child to outline small steps leading to a 
bigger goal.

9. Create opportunities for your child to practice coping 
and being brave. High five their effort!

10. Recognize when you are anxious and say out loud  
what you can do to calm down and solve the situation.  
You will be modeling coping techniques for your child, but 
be mindful so you don’t overshare your anxiety.

Please contact me with any questions or if you need some 
added support for your child.

Laura Jones
Student Services Coordinator

ROAR

Gratitude

re

Please join us 
for our next 
assembly at 
10:00 am on 

January 27th.

Responsible
and for being   
respectful. 

For the month of 
January, we will be 
looking for those 
students who are 
exemplars of empathy! 

Respect



On November 3, Elementary ASB hosted a Night Under the Stars in partnership with 
Central Washington University's Astronomy Club in our garden space. Hot chocolate, 
hot apple cider, and s'more fixings 
were served up by ASB members 

while families braved the 
weather by the fire pit. 

Issac, CWU's Astronomy 
Club President, joined 
us under the pergola 

to share his passion and love for our 
universe. He answered every question 
with ease and sparked curiosity and 
wonder among people of all ages! 
We encourage you to go check out 
one of their planetarium shows at the 
university and we hope to see you at 
our next Elementary ASB event! 
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Every year, we host a Turkey 
Trot. This is an event that the 
whole school comes together 
to partake in. This year the 
sun was shining, the snow 
was glistening, the music 
was blaring, the treats were 
plentiful, and the track was 
packed! 

Teachers, families, and students 
of all ages joined together at the track 
to trot a mile in festive gear. Following 
their mile, they got to enjoy hot 
chocolate and delicious treats while 
they anxiously awaited the notorious 
pie eating contest! 

One student per class and two 
staff members, Ms. Savage and 
Mr. Fudacz, paid tribute by 
going head-to-head in a race 
to see who could finish their 
piece of pie first. The trick, they 
had to have their hands behind 
their back and could only use 
their mouth! We can't wait for 
another trot next year. 

NIGHT UNDER THE STARS

TURKEY TROT
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The week leading up to winter break was full of holiday 
festivities! Santa and his "reindeer" came to visit along 
with a bunny in an elf dress! Dr. Lundy came to sing holiday 
tunes and students enjoyed the Gingerbread Extravaganza! 
Secondary students had festive activities and a fun filled 
assembly organized by the ASB. 

A heartfelt thank you to all of our special visitors, those 
organizing all of these activities, and for all of the donations 
that came in to make these events possible! These magical traditions are one of the things that makes Thorp so special! 

HOLIDAY FUN

VETERANS DAY
The Veterans Day Assembly is very special to Thorp. The 
ASB worked hard to put on this event for the community. 
Coach DeMille and Shree Saini both spoke at the event. 
Students and visitors were encouraged to add a star to 
our flag in honor of the special veteran in their lives. 

Students in 3rd - 12th 
grade also participated 
in the annual VFW essay 
contest. They expressed 
the importance of 
veteran to them and 
our country.

Coach DeMille 
was recently 
honored with a 
Quilt of Valor 
for his service 
in the 
US Air Force.



We continue to implement our school-wide plan for 
addressing student needs. The strategies we use at each 

grade level are based on scientific 
research. These interventions and 
instructional practices are geared 
toward reducing students' skill 
deficits. Teachers monitor progress in 
all academic areas to ensure students 
are receiving the additional support 
they need. Students who are excelling 
also receive additional opportunities 
to challenge their learning. We 
maximize the use of regular and 
special education resources for the 
benefit of all students.

We are pleased with the success 
of our new outdoor learning 
opportunities. We have seen growth 
in our students' social emotional 
development as well as significant 
improvement in student learning! 

As we enter these last few weeks of 
the first semester for middle and high 
school, now is the time for students to 

finish strong! I ask that parents and families help our efforts 
with your students by encouraging them to do their best. We 
appreciate the support of our families and their investment 
in their students' education. Secondary students have an 
opportunity to go into classrooms at lunch and get caught up 
on assignments with support from staff. Please encourage 
your student to take advantage of the opportunity. Parents 
can check attendance, grades, and missing assignments on 
Skyward. We want each student to end the first semester 
with success.

Mel Blair
Special Services Director/Assistant Principal 
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
This has been an extraordinary year. What a snowy winter 
we've had so far! The first part of the year has just flown by 
and here we are in 2023.

As we continue this journey together 
as a school, I would like to thank 
you for your positive support of 
your children's education. The staff 
are committed to providing the 
best possible education to all of 
our students while doing what it 
takes to adhere to State and District 
standards, policies, procedures, and 
the student handbook. Paramount in 
this work is the safety, security, and 
well-being of all. Our goal is to offer 
a safe learning environment and 
rigorous educational experience for 
all of our students.

At the start of every school year, 
rituals and routines are established 
as proper conduct is critical in 
promoting and maintaining a 
healthy learning environment. 
Please continue to work with us in 
reminding students of proper conduct and the importance 
of working with their teachers and adults in the building. 
As always, your support at home is recognized, valued, and 
appreciated, not only by us, but also by your children. We 
strive to build a collaborative, peaceful learning environment 
that extends to the home. 

As a reminder, every instructional minute counts! Please 
make sure to have your student to school each day unless 
they are ill. Attendance has been very challenging. We 
are here to support your family. Please contact us if you 
are facing any issues that may prevent your student from 
attending school. 

ADMINISTRATION
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Garrett’s Tech Tip

When using most search engines, including 
Google, you can use quotation marks to show 
exact matches to what is surrounded by the 
quotations. 

For example, if you search Seahawks 
“historical record”, Google will find exact 

TECHNOLOGY
matches with “historical record” and 
“Seahawks” as a normal search term. What 
does this means for you? You can narrow 
your search results in a meaningful way often 
going from millions of search results to a few 
hundred or thousand and the most relevant 
matches are often in the first few results.

SAFESCHOOLS
Mobile App Download Instructions
The SafeSchools Alert System allows our students, staff, and parents 
to anonymously and securely submit safety tips regarding bullying, 
harassment, mental health, threats of violence and safety concerns to 
our administration team 24/7.

Please go to the App Store for iPhone or Google Play for Android and 
download the free SafeSchools Alert Mobile App:

1. Search for the SafeSchools Alert Mobile App in the App Store or 
Google Play.

2. Select “Download” to add the free app to your mobile device.

3. The first time you open the app, you’ll be asked to submit our district’s 
four-digit code 1081  in order to connect your tip submissions to our 
district team.

4. After the code is submitted, you’ll be asked to confirm your district’s 
name: Thorp School District. 

5. Once the district name is confirmed, you’ll see the modules that are 
available to submit tips through (e.g. bullying, safety, violence).

6. You’ll see a confirmation page after submission to confirm that your 
tip was successfully submitted.

7. Any tips that are submitted will automatically be routed to the 
appropriate administrators.

8. If we send any messages or replies to your tip, you will automatically 
receive a push notification. 

Esports

This winter we are excited to start a new Esports program 
This program is open for all high school students. Esports 
is a varsity level sport where the participants will be able 
to play Video Games competitively. 

Esports have a variety of 
benefits for students including: 
dexterity, fine motor skills, 
cognitive flexibility, decision 
making, sustained and shared 
attention, emotional control, 
communication, team work, 
leadership, task specialization 
and many more. 

Winter quarter 
participants 
will be able to 
play games like 
Rocket League, 
MultiVersus, 
Mario Kart, 
and Mario 
Super Smash 
Brothers. 

Our team will compete against other Washington 
State high schoolers. During practices, students will be 
encouraged to engage in Social Emotional Learning and 
Digital Citizenship skills building.
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We have many ways to stay 
connected at Thorp! In addition 
to the newsletter, we connect 
with our community through:

Our Website
www.ThorpSchools.org
You can find upcoming events, 
bus schedules, announcements, 
forms, sports calendars, board 
documents, and lots more. 

STAY CONNECTED
20
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NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT
The Thorp School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender 
expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following employee has been 
designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Title IX Coordinator, Civil Rights Coordinator, Section 504 Compliance Coordinator, Mel Blair, (509) 964-7139, PO Box 150, 10831 N 
Thorp Hwy, Thorp, WA 98946, blairm@thorpschools.org.

Skyward
Every student and family has 
access to Skyward. You can 
see attendance, assignments, 
grades, and more. Messages from 
administration and teachers will 
post to Skyward and also to your 
email. If you do not know how to 
log in please call the office at 
(509) 964-2107 or email 
stetnerk@thorpschools.org.

Classroom Communications
Teachers will communicate 
with parents through email, 
phone calls, and their classroom 
communication system such 
as Class Dojo and Google 
Classroom. Be sure to work with 
your student’s teacher to connect 
with them on the platform they 
use.

Facebook
We recommend families follow:
Thorp School District
Thorp Tigers HS/MS Athletics
Thorp Schools Parent Group
Kittitas Coyotes Athletics

Check out our new 
SPORTS WEBSITE!

thorpschools.org/athletics


