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In the summer of 2018, the back part 
of the Thorp School property was a 
pile of dirt and weeds remembered 
by locals as a strawberry field. It lay 
dormant with fertile ground and 
potential. Surrounded by an agricultural 
community, the school grounds were 
widely unused and ignored. In the fall 
of 2018, newly hired Superintendent 
Andrew Perkins put together a General 
Advisory Committee (GAC) composed 
of staff, parents, and community 
members to create a four-year plan 
to start a “Farm to School” initiative, 
allowing Thorp students to connect 
hands-on school experiences to skills 
that can be utilized in their lives beyond 
their K-12 education. The four-year plan:

1. Develop Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) classes to offer and 
start an FFA Chapter 

2. Seek local and state funding to 
develop a nursery and garden

3. Design garden, riparian area, 
nursery, and outdoor learning area

4. Professional Development for P-12 
teachers to write lesson plans 

5. Spring of 2022 planting of garden 
and completion of plan 

6. Seek USDA Implementation Grant for “Farm to School” 
hydroponic farm for school lunch program.

Over the course of the next four years, with the financial and 
moral support of the school, community and local partners, 
we were able to help plant the seeds of our students’ future. 
The GAC utilized local, state, and federal grants to help fund 
the project. With the assistance of our local PEI (Pacific 
Education Institute) coordinator we were able to provide 
staff development in outdoor education. The Kittitas County 
Conservation District was instrumental in securing a federal 
grant that funded the restoration of the irrigation ditch riparian 
area, creation of a pollinator farm, and development of a 
website about the project. As a result of the tireless work of 
our community partners, the Thorp School District is in the 
final stages of completing a fully functional school garden with 
participation of all students and staff in the school. 

What started as a pile of dirt and 
weeds has turned into:
•  nursery that is already being utilized 
by our Art and CTE departments

•  community-built pergola and 
outdoor classroom

•  fully irrigated garden plots for each 
grade level from Pre-K to Seniors

•  thriving FFA pumpkin patch

•  cross country trail

•  disc golf course

•  riparian area restored with plants, 
bushes, and flowers

•  pollinator garden 

Through the garden initiative,   
students will:
•  learn about plant life cycles

•  develop critical thinking skills

•  utilize scientific and mathematical 
data surrounding soil, water, and 
weather

•  develop skills in irrigation, carpentry, 
carpentry, and many others

Despite the setbacks of COVID-19, our little school has been 
able to prove that hope does in fact spring eternal. We are small 
but mighty, and the more we unite for a common goal is proof 
that we can all bloom together.

Please join us on June 14th as we celebrate the growth of the 
garden initiative in a community-wide garden showcase. 

We will have student work samples and functioning garden 
plots. Along with FFA and FBLA representation, staff and 
students will be on hand to share the legacy that started with 
a vision four years ago and is coming to fruition today. We will 
continue to grow in the years to come.

Lean In - Be Responsible - Open Doors

GARDEN SHOWCASE 
& DISTRICT WRITING 

PROJECT

3:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Garden & Nursery

FFA DINNER
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Garden & Nursery

FBLA AUCTION
6:00 pm

Main Gym

Please join usJune 14!
K-12, Preschool, and our new 

Online Program! More on page 3.

22-23 Enrollment Open22-23 Enrollment Open

GARDEN SHOWCASE - JUNE 14
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On March 5th, Thorp students competed in the annual History 
Day competition held at Davis High School in Yakima. 

For this competition they prepared trifolds, documentaries, 
websites, papers, and performances based on this year’s 
theme of “Debate and Diplomacy.” 

We had 14 students compete this year, and all students did an 
excellent job of presenting their project to the judges. We are 
proud of all of their hard work!

FACILITIES MANAGER
Hi!  My name is Casey McAfee. I joined 
the Thorp School District in January as 
the new Facilities Manager.  

I previously worked in Grounds and 
Maintenance at the Snoqualmie Valley 
School District. My first week with the 
district just happened to be during 
Snowmaggedon and brought some 
special challenges of its own.  

During the week you can find me 
wandering the grounds with tools in 

hand, painting and occasionally driving a bus.

I live in Easton with my wife, Cierra, three year old daughter, Ryan, and 
two year old son, Ryder.  When I’m not spending time with my family, I 
enjoy hunting, fishing and run a small engine repair business.

HISTORY DAY
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With spring arriving, our students have been busy on field 
trips. Every grade will have several field trip opportunities 
throughout the spring exploring and enriching what they 
have been learning in the classrom.

It is also time to assess our students’ progress. Juniors and 
Seniors completed SATs earlier this month. State testing will 
be conducted in both elementary and secondary.

WCAS - Washington Comprehensive Assessment of Science
April 27-28   5th, 8th, and 11th grades

SBAC - Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium
May   9-13 6th-12th grades: English/Language Arts 
May 16-20 6th-12th grades: Math
  3rd-5th grades: English/Language Arts 
May 23-26 3rd-5th grades: Math

Laura Jones
Student Services Coordinator

GRATITUDE
Grateful people are happier
Gratitude means thanks and appreciation. It is a strong 
feeling for what a person has done to help you or others. 
Gratitude helps us feel positive emotions and it is   
associated with greater happiness. A grateful person will 
improve their health, deal better with adversity, build 
stronger relationships, be more optimistic and their life will 
be more meaningful. Once you start practicing thankfulness, 
your life will be colorful. People will show kindness and 
compassion towards you when you show gratitude and 
gratefulness. 

2022 - 2023 ENROLLMENT

COUNSELOR CORNER
Here are some benefits of being grateful:

1. Gratitude opens the door to more relationships
2. Gratitude increases physical health
3. Gratitude enhances empathy and reduces aggression
4. Grateful people sleep better
5. Gratitude improves self-esteem
6. Gratitude increases mental strength

GRATITUDE TIPS

1. Write a thank you note to someone
2. Say thanks to an unknown person
3. Start a gratitude journal 
4. Meditate and get to know yourself better

FAMILY GRATITUDE ACTIVITIES
by Character Strong

1. Create a card or note about a favorite moment you 
shared with a neighbor or someone that lives nearby. Sign 
it as a family and deliver it to them. Want to take it to the 
next level? Offer a date and time to connect for a neighbor 
hangout with food or games!

2. Have everyone think of one person who lives with 
them that they are really thankful for and write them a 
letter telling them all the reasons they appreciate them. 
Get specific on how they influenced you, why you look up 
to them, what sacrifices you know they have made, and 
why you are grateful for the role they play in your life! Seal 
it up and deliver it in person or through the mail. 

At Thorp, we develop personal 
relationships with students fostered in 
a caring environment. We concentrate 
on keeping the student, not the 
system, at the center of learning. 
We have nationally and regionally 
recognized highly qualified teachers.

School begins Thursday, September 8, 
2022. School hours are 8:30 am to 3:00 
pm Monday through Thursday and 
8:30 am to 1:30 pm on Friday. We have 
limited openings in Preschool through 
12th grade. Please contact the office 
for availability, enrollment questions or 
to join our waitlist at 509-964-2107.

We are at capacity in our SPED 
Department and are not accepting 
applications for out-of-district students 
who have special needs. If you have 
any questions and would like to speak 
to our SPED Director, we can arrange 
an on-site consultation.

REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS
• Student Registration Form - 

Available in Office and at www.
thorpschools.org

• Certificate of Immunization Status
• Copy of Birth Certificate
• Proof of residence
• Choice Transfer if out-of-district 

NEW ONLINE PROGRAM!

If your student is looking at an online 
format for next year, the Thorp 
School District will be offering an 
online education option for students 
in grades K-12. Students who enroll 
in the online school will still have 
the option to access co-curricular 
and sports programs. For  more 
information please contact Casceila 
Miller, Online Principal/Instructional 
Lead FieldSTEM (509) 964-2107 or 
millerc@thorpschools.org. 

KINDERGARTEN
Your student must be 5 years of age 
before September 1, 2022 to attend 
our all-day Kindergarten Program. 
For additional information about our 
eligibility policy, visit www.thorpschools.
org/3000 and click on 3110 Procedure. 
The first day of school for Kindergarten 
is Monday, September 12, 2022.

PRESCHOOL
Your student must be 3 years old by 
September 1, 2022 to attend our 
Preshool program. Our program fee 
is $250 per month. Preschool begins 
Monday, September 12, 2022 and runs 
Monday - Thursday, 8:30 am - 12:30 pm. 
Students eat lunch on campus and may 
pack a lunch or participate in the school 
lunch program. Students may ride 
the bus to school. Parents/Guardians 
provide transportation home.
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5TH GRADE CAMP

ADMINISTRATION

It was a harrowing journey. We traveled through 
snow, through sleet, through hail, and at long last 
arrived at Camp Seymour for 5th grade camp. 

I am pleased to report that despite their fearlessness 
in canoeing and rock climbing, all 5th graders 
survived. Squid were dissected, trees were identified, 
and we had at least one up-close encounter with 

an albatross bolus. 
There were troubling 
reports of excessive 
laughter, singing of 
songs, and highly 
suspicious British 
accents. 

All parent and teacher 
chaperones have been 
returned safely, although not 
necessarily in the condition 
in which they left. If you 
or someone you know 
experienced 5th grade camp, 
please be warned of possible 
side effects such as fatigue, 
singing, and identifying 
marine invertebrates. 

We can't wait to go back!
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READ ACROSS AMERICA

PATRICK PLAYOFFS
The Thorp High School students continued a tradition that has now been going 
at Thorp for over 25 years: The Patrick Playoffs. Teams composed of all four 
highschool classes competed in a round robin tournament. The Senior class 
prevailed victorious. They had the honor of signing the green and white victory 
basketball alongside the names of all the previous champions. In the final game 
of the day, an all-star team made up of students, voted upon by their peers, 
competed against a team of secondary staff members. Despite a tremendous 
effort from the students, the staff had one final lesson to teach and (with the 
exception of Mrs. Jones who injured her foot) walked off the court victorious!

A school favorite, staff worked hard to set up this beloved event. Staff 
and students alike dress up in characters from author Theodor Seuss 
Geisel’s books. Preschool through 5th grade students enjoyed Dr. Seuss 
themed games and activities. Our amazing parents provided themed 
treats for students to feast on during this annual Read Across America 
event where we celebrate the joy and fun of reading. A beautiful Cat in 
the Hat themed blanket was crocheted and donated by Connie Gordon. 
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
It is hard to believe that we are 
nearing the end of the 2021-22 
school year already! Spring is 
here and learning is in full swing 
here in the Thorp School District. 

As you may know, this is the 
time of year that students make 
the most academic and social 
learning improvements.  Make 
school a priority. With summer 
right around the corner, the 
weather is changing. It can 
be challenging to keep students 
focused on learning. Here are  
some ways you can help keep 
school a priority for your child:

• Make attendance your number one priority.  Let your 
child know that unless they are sick, they must attend 
school (and be on time.)  Make an effort to schedule 
appointments after school hours

• Show you care. Talk about school activities and projects.  
Make an effort to attend as many school events as you can.

• Remain positive. Try to set a positive example for your 
child, even when your own day has been challenging.  If 
you show a positive attitude about your work, your child 
may feel better about their own.

We have welcomed several new families into our school 
this past month and our waiting list for next fall is growing. 
I believe prospective and current families know that our 
kids are loved, nurtured, supported, and encouraged to be 
the best version of themselves.  They know that somebody 
believes in them!

As we continue our focus on social emotional learning 
standards, we have set a system in place to support all of 
our students in being successful with problem-solving and 

regulating their emotions. 
Each week teachers teach 
their classes a lesson from our 
Character Strong curriculum. 
Other Social Emotional 
Curriculums include Zones of 
Regulation at the elementary 
level, and Social Thinking at the 
secondary level. Our counselor, 
Mrs. Jones, also teaches weekly 
lessons to the P-5th grade 
students using Second Step 
lessons. We also bring in  a 

mental health counselor from 
Comprehensive Mental Health 
four hours each week to support 

the mental and social emotional well-being of our students.

High standards and expectations for academic performance 
and responsible citizenship are pillars of our school 
philosophy. We remind students that they are responsible 
for their words, actions, and effort. While the end of spring 
brings the excitement of summer, please remind them that 
it is important for them to finish strong academically and 
socially. Stay tuned for more information regarding end-of-
year celebration opportunities!

We are here to serve our children and our families. Please 
contact your child’s teacher, the office staff, or myself if you 
want to set up a meeting to discuss any issues that arise. As 
always, THANK YOU for being our partners in this important 
work helping your child enjoy learning and prepare for a 
bright future!

If I can be of any assistance, please do not hesitate to 
contact me and know that my door is always open or we can 
schedule a phone/ZOOM meeting.

Have a great Spring!

Mel Blair
Special Services Director/Assistant Principal         

Thorp School District

Report It
SafeSchools Alert is our district's tip reporting
service. If you have information about a threat
to our safety, do your part and report it! And
remember, you can remain anonymous.

SUBMIT USING OUR APP

FOR EMERGENCIES, PLEASE CALL 911

EASY WAYS TO REPORT

Visit the website
http://1081.alert1.us

Email your Tip to
1081@alert1.us

Call to report your tip
844.294.8084

Text your Tip to
844.294.8084

REPORT ON:

- BULLYING
- INTIMIDATION
- HARASSMENT
- WEAPONS
- DRUGS
- OTHER

Our District Code is: 1081
All tips submitted are taken seriously and will be acted upon. Please be responsible with your submissions.

Thorp School District

Report It
SafeSchools Alert is our district's tip reporting
service. If you have information about a threat
to our safety, do your part and report it! And
remember, you can remain anonymous.

SUBMIT USING OUR APP

FOR EMERGENCIES, PLEASE CALL 911

EASY WAYS TO REPORT

Visit the website
http://1081.alert1.us

Email your Tip to
1081@alert1.us

Call to report your tip
844.294.8084

Text your Tip to
844.294.8084

REPORT ON:

- BULLYING
- INTIMIDATION
- HARASSMENT
- WEAPONS
- DRUGS
- OTHER

Our District Code is: 1081
All tips submitted are taken seriously and will be acted upon. Please be responsible with your submissions.

James Donaldson, former Seattle Sonic and NBA 
Allstar visited us and spoke with staff and students 

during Patrick Playoffs.
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April 20-23 FBLA State Conference, Spokane

April 22  Salmon Release at Lake Easton  
  3rd, 4th, & 5th Grades

April 25  Snow Day - Office Closed  
  No School

April 26  School Board Meeting, 6 pm

April 28  Elementary Walk-a-thon

April 29  Elementary ROAR Assembly, 10 am

May 6-12 Gallery One, K-12 Art Field Trips

May 7  STEM Field Trip to Alaska Airlines

May 10  Strategic Plan Meeting, 6 pm

May 12  Elementary Concert, 6 pm

May 16-26 Swimming Lessons, 1st & 2nd grade

May 21  Donkey Basektball, 12 pm

May 24  School Board Meeting, 6 pm

UPCOMING EVENTS
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NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT
The Thorp School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender 
expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following employee has been 
designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Title IX Coordinator, Civil Rights Coordinator, Andrew M. Perkins, Superintendent, (509) 964-7103, PO Box 150, 10831 N Thorp Hwy, 
Thorp, WA, 98946, perkinsa@thorpschools.org. Section 504 Compliance Coordinator, Mel Blair, (509) 964-7139, PO Box 150, 10831 N Thorp Hwy, Thorp, WA 98946, blairm@thorpschools.org.

May 26  Silverwood Science Day, Secondary                                      
  Depart 5 am, Return 8 pm

May 30  Memorial Day - Office Closed   
                               No School

June 2  Secondary Concert, 6:30 pm

June 3  Elementary ROAR Assembly, 10 am

June 8  Junior/Senior Banquet, 6 pm

June 10   Graduation, 6 pm

June 10  First Grade Sleepover, 6:30 pm

June 13  Wild Horse Wind Farm
  6th, 7th, & 8th Grades

June 14  8th Grade Graduation, 2 - 3 pm
  Garden Showcase, 3 - 6 pm
  District  Writing Project, 3 - 6 pm
  FFA Dinner, 5 - 6 pm
  FBLA Auction, 6 - 8 pm

June 15  Skating Party, K-5

June 16  Field Day

June 17   LAST DAY OF SCHOOL
  Early Release at 10:00 am

June 20  Juneteenth - Office Closed

June 28  School Board Meeting, 6 pm

July 4  Independence Day                 
                               Office Closed 

July 26  School Board Meeting, 6 pm

August 4 SB Special Meeting, 5 pm

August 23 School Board Meeting, 6 pm

September 6 Labor Day                                 
                               Office Closed

September 9 1st -12th Grade, FIRST DAY

September 13 Preschool & K, FIRST DAY
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Class of Class of 
20222022 Lily BeckLily Beck Courtney CoatesCourtney Coates

Cavanaugh HoffCavanaugh Hoff Makenzi KapaskaMakenzi Kapaska Stephen McHargueStephen McHargue

Hannah MooreHannah Moore Colby MorrisColby Morris Elly PollockElly Pollock

Karina RiveraKarina Rivera Jaden VoshallJaden Voshall Anthony WilsonAnthony Wilson


